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“The Day of Their Visitation” 

Romans 3:1-8 

 

Open your Bibles to Romans Chapter Three.  We will be looking at the first eight verses 

this time.  Let’s read our text and then we’ll look at it verse-by-verse — sort of.  Romans 

3, beginning at verse one.  Paul writes: 

1
What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of 

circumcision? 
2
Much in every way! Chiefly because to them were 

committed the oracles of God. 
3
For what if some did not believe? Will 

their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect? 
4
Certainly 

not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar. As it is written: 

“That You may be justified in Your words, 

And may overcome when You are judged.” 

5
But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, 

what shall we say? Is God unjust who inflicts wrath? (I speak as a 

man.) 
6
Certainly not! For then how will God judge the world? 

7
For if the truth of God has increased through my lie to His glory, why 

am I also still judged as a sinner? 
8
And why not say, “Let us do evil that 

good may come”?—as we are slanderously reported and as some 

affirm that we say. Their condemnation is just. 

For the past few sessions, Paul has been building a case against all men who reject the 

righteousness of God.   

He indicts the heathen because they have rejected God’s witness in the creation.   

He indicts the self-righteous who think they are on good standing with God because of 

what they have done. 

Last of all, Paul indicts the religionist who believes his religion or heritage will get him 

to heaven.   

And the conclusion Paul laid out was that there is none righteous, no, not one, as we shall 

see next week.   

A person can only be reckoned as righteous through believing on Jesus Christ.   

You see, the problem with most of humanity is that they don’t realize how holy and 

righteous God is.  Somehow (most likely from the lies of the enemy), fallen man has 
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gotten confused (deceived?).  He believes that his works, his religion, or his own efforts 

can earn a status that is equal to the righteousness of God.  But here in chapter 3 Paul is 

going to destroy this kind of thinking.   

In a series of questions, he will answer all the complaints man, and especially the Jews, 

have. 

Now, once again, we need to remember who Paul was before coming to Christ.  Listen to 

how he described his past self to the Philippians (Philippians 3:4-6): 

4
though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks 

he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: 
5
circumcised the eighth 

day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the 

Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; 
6
concerning zeal, persecuting 

the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, 

blameless. 

I believe this is why God chose Paul to go to the Gentiles.  Probably no man on earth at 

that time had a better grasp of what it took for a Jew (or Gentile) to come to Jesus than 

Paul did.  That is because he was educated in Jewish and Greek thought and was a 

Roman citizen.  He was a prideful man who was bent on destroying the Christians.  He 

was also a Pharisee and would not go near a Gentile.  So he understood what the Jews 

were thinking at this time. 

We talked last time about how the Jews were supposed to be a light to the Gentiles — but 

had failed.  So now God was going to move in and, through the church, to do this good 

work.  And Paul was the leader of this movement.  But the Gospel always went to the 

Jews first.   

Question:  Where did Paul go first when he entered a new town or city? 

To the synagogue — to the Jews.  Think about this. 

Why would he head there first? 

Well, he tells us in Romans Chapter 9, verses 4-5.  Speaking of the Jew, he said this: 

4
who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the 

covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and the 

promises; 
5
of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the 

flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen. 

The Jews had the promises and covenants of God.  They had the Law.  They had the 

service (their temple sacrificial system).  And the Messiah came through them.  They 
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were blessed of God beyond measure.  So Paul headed to the Jews first because of this.  

They were already halfway there when it came to knowing Christ.  The Jews were 

looking for their Messiah to come.  They just didn’t realize He had already been there.   

Are you with me?   

And because Paul went to the Jews first, he knew all the arguments that they would have 

concerning the Gospel.  So that is what he is going to address here in chapter 3.  He 

begins by writing this (verses 1-2): 

1
What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of 

circumcision? 
2
Much in every way! Chiefly because to them were 

committed the oracles of God.  

We just spoke of all the advantages that the Jew had.  But Paul adds a very important one 

here.  We talked earlier about them having the law of Moses.  These are the Ten 

Commandments and other precepts found in the first five books of the Old Testament 

(the Torah).  But Paul expands that here.   

He says that to the Jews were committed the “oracles of God.”  This speaks of all of the 

Old Testament — including the major and minor prophets and wisdom literature.   

The word oracle is important.  It is only used four times in the New Testament (Acts 

7:38, Romans 3:2, Hebrews 5:2, 1 Peter 4:11).  Listen to how Strong’s defines it: 

grk: logios; eloquent or eloquence of God specifically regarding the 

communication of His will via His word. from the root word logos. meaning 

the embodiment of an idea, a statement, a thought, an answer, the answer. 

I like that last part.  The “oracles of God” contain not just an answer.  They contain “the 

answer” to all of man’s questions.   

So what Paul is saying here is that the Jews had a drastic advantage over the Gentiles.  

They had been entrusted with the very words and utterances of the living God.   

And they took this job very seriously.  Historian Scott Manning gives us an idea of how 

painstakingly they copied the manuscripts: 

Until 1948, the oldest manuscripts of the Old Testament dated back to 895 

A.D. In 1947, a shepard[sp] boy discovered some scrolls inside a cave 

West of the Dead Sea. These manuscripts dated between 100 B.C. and 100 

A.D. Over the next decade, more scrolls were found in caves and the 

discovery became known as the Dead Sea Scrolls. Every book in the Old 

Testament was represented in this discovery except Esther. Numerous 
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copies of each book was discovered (For example, 25 copies of 

Deuteronomy). 

While there are other items found among the Dead Sea Scrolls not 

currently in the Old Testament, the OT items that were found have few 

discrepancies to the versions from the Tenth Century. While not perfect, 

this is our best measuring stick to how accurate the Jewish scribes were 

throughout the centuries. 

 The Jews kept the oracles of God from being corrupted by being meticulous in 

preserving them. They had the very Word of God in their possession.  And they were 

very zealous to keep all its precepts.  But the Bible is not about precepts. 

It is about a Person.  Thus, one very important day something happened.  Turn with me to 

Luke Chapter 19 for a moment.  I am going to go on a rabbit trail regarding this opening 

passage of Romans 3.   

In Luke 19, Jesus is headed to Jerusalem for the last time.  In other words, He is headed 

to the cross.  His disciples had just gone to get the donkey for Him to ride into the city 

and claim, for the first time, to be Messiah.  The people understood this and began 

quoting Psalm 118, singing, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.”  This 

should have been a joyful time.  But Jesus stops along the road, and this happens.  Luke 

19, beginning at verse 41: 

41
Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, 

42
saying, “If 

you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the 

things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your 

eyes. 
43

For days will come upon you when your enemies will build an 

embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every 

side, 
44

and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; 

and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did 

not know the time of your visitation.” 

The Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53 was riding in just as the Bible predicted, humble and 

lowly, riding a colt (Zechariah 9:9).  But the Jewish leaders were looking for a 

conquering king.  So God chose to do a new thing.  And the result was the fall of 

Jerusalem.   

This would happen some 37 years later when Titus Vespacian, a Roman general, would 

level the temple.  Then in 135 AD, after a revolt by the Jews, the Romans dispersed them 

throughout the world.  This diaspora has lasted until our time.   
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The Jews had the “oracles of God.”  They preserved them in a way that was truly 

miraculous.  And they even kept many of the commands that were in them.  But they 

didn’t know them — not in their hearts.  They didn’t listen to God’s prophets.  Because 

of this, they did not know the day of their visitation.   

They should have known the very day that Jesus rode in on the donkey.  And this greatly 

distressed Jesus because He knew what was in store for the Jews.   

Does anyone know why they should have known the day of their visitation?   

In other words, where in the Bible would this information about Jesus be found?   

Those of you who were with me in our study of Daniel should know this.  Daniel Chapter 

9.  Specifically Daniel 9:24-27.  Turn with me there for a moment.  This portion of 

Scripture is a prophetic timeline.  We are given a look at what will take place from the 

time of Daniel until the return of Jesus.  Beginning at verse 24 Daniel writes: 

Seventy weeks are determined 

For your people and for your holy city, 

To finish the transgression, 

To make an end of sins, 

To make reconciliation for iniquity, 

To bring in everlasting righteousness, 

To seal up vision and prophecy, 

And to anoint the Most Holy. 

Time doesn’t permit us to go too deeply into this, but these 70 weeks Daniel speaks of are 

weeks of 360-day years.  Think of them as 70 sevens, or 490 years.   

So God has given His people, Israel, a list of seven things that will happen in their 

history.   

Have they all taken place? 

No.  Especially not the last one.  

Vision and prophecy will not be sealed (completed/fulfilled) until Jesus returns.   

And the prophecy goes on.  Look at verse 25: 

Know therefore and understand, 

That from the going forth of the command 

To restore and build Jerusalem 

Until Messiah the Prince, 

There shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; 
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The street shall be built again, and the wall, 

Even in troublesome times. 

Many believe that this proclamation was given by the Persian king Cyrus.  But he (Cyrus) 

allowed the Jews to return and rebuild the temple, not the city.   

The correct proclamation was made by Artaxerxes Longimanus in 457 BC.  If you do the 

math, according to the 360-day years, times 69 weeks, you come up with the very day 

Jesus rode in on the donkey.  If you want to check further, Google the name Sir Robert 

Anderson and his book, The Coming Prince, that explains this.  You can download a 

copy of his book at https://whatsaiththescripture.com.  It was the very day that the Jews 

should have known.   

It was the day of their visitation.   

Let’s finish the prophecy and then we’ll get back to Romans — sort of.  Look at verses 

26-27: 

26
And after the sixty-two weeks 

Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; 

And the people of the prince who is to come 

Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. 

The end of it shall be with a flood, 

And till the end of the war desolations are determined. 
27

Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; 

But in the middle of the week 

He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering. 

And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, 

Even until the consummation, which is determined, 

Is poured out on the desolate. 

Daniel says that Messiah will be cut off but not for Himself.   

Who was He cut off for? 

You and me. 

After this, the people of the prince to come destroy the city.  This is what Jesus spoke of 

in Luke 19.  The prince who is to come is the Antichrist.  And his people are the Romans.  

Interesting, isn’t it?  That is why so many believe that Antichrist has to come from a 

revived Roman Empire.   

https://whatsaiththescripture.com/
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There is a time gap, a parenthesis if you will, between verses 26 and 27.  We call this the 

church age.  This gap consists of the time between the crucifixion of Jesus and the 

Tribulation, the 70
th

 week of Daniel. 

Next, verse 27, he (Antichrist) will make a covenant with the many (the Jews); and the 

period we call the Tribulation will begin.  Now, this is all future; but think about this: 

The razing of the temple would happen not long after Paul wrote Romans.  And not too 

long after that, the Jews were dispersed all over the world.  All that could have been 

avoided had they really known the oracles of God.  And that brings us into our time.   

So, why the rabbit trail?   

Answer me a question.   

Who has the oracles of God right now?   

You do.  God’s Word is sitting there right in front of you — in expanded form.   

And we are living in a world that, in my opinion, is much worse than the one Paul lived 

in.  In fact, I believe we are very close to our day of visitation.   

Although we cannot know the day of Jesus’ return like the Jews should have known the 

day of His coming, we can, and should, know the times and seasons.  This is kind of a 

long passage, but I am going to read it slowly so you can soak it in.  Or you can turn there 

in case you want to underline something.  Paul wrote this to the Thessalonians (5:1-11): 

1
But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need 

that I should write to you. 
2
For you yourselves know perfectly that the 

day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. 
3
For when they say, 

“Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction comes upon them, as 

labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 
4
But 

you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake 

you as a thief. 
5
You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not 

of the night nor of darkness. 
6
Therefore let us not sleep, as 

others do, but let us watch and be sober. 
7
For those who sleep, sleep at 

night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 
8
But let us who are 

of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, 

and as a helmet the hope of salvation. 
9
For God did not appoint us to 

wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
10

who 

died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with 

Him. 
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11

Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also 

are doing. 

That, my friends, is a great example of the “oracles of God.”   

Paul, through the Holy Spirit, tells us not to be in the darkness about the times we live in.  

We are children of light.  God did not appoint us to wrath, but He is going to bring it on 

this world — soon.   

Remember, here in Romans we are answering the question, “Is God right to judge sinful 

man?”   

So what is a comfort to us is not to the guy on the street.  His impending doom might 

only be seven years away — if he lives that long.   

But many in the church are sitting by sucking on bottles of milk instead of getting the 

meat of the Word of God.   

The Lord has told us specifically what we are up against in our time, and many of our 

brothers and sisters are asleep at the wheel.  They are more than happy to have their best 

life now while Babylon is being rebuilt right in front of our eyes.   

The world is preparing for Antichrist.   

But how many of the people who sit in the pews of our churches are looking for the 

blessed hope we have in Jesus Christ?   

I say, not many.   

So we are no better off than the Jews of Paul’s time were.  And I think we are making the 

same kinds of mistakes.   

Remember, Paul is writing to the saints in the church at Rome.  Many of them were Jews.  

And the first thing they would have thought was that all believers should follow the 

Jewish laws and customs.  Paul is going to destroy that kind of thinking.  Okay, let’s get 

back to Romans and I’ll try to tie this thing together.  Look at verses 3-4 in Romans 3: 

3
For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief make the 

faithfulness of God without effect? 
4
Certainly not! Indeed, let God 

be true but every man a liar. As it is written: 

“That You may be justified in Your words, 

And may overcome when You are judged.” 

Up to this point in time, most Jewish people did not believe the Gospel.  In other words, 

they had a wrong view of the “oracles of God.”  They were still caught up in “do this/ 
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don’t do that.”  And, they couldn’t read the signs!  Besides, they thought, God had made 

them a series of promises that had to be kept.  They felt secure in that.  But Paul had just 

proven that the righteousness of God is all about what He has done, and not even 

someone’s heritage could change that.   

So even though some of the Jews (actually many) did not believe, the faithfulness of God 

was still of effect.  If God says something, it is true — no matter what man thinks.   

So the big question is not, “How can a loving God send people to hell?” 

It is, “How can a holy God allow any sinful man into heaven?” 

If God were perfectly faithful to Himself, He would condemn the whole world.  It is only 

in His mercy that He does not.  That is why Paul quoted David here.  Verse 4b is from 

Psalm 51:4.  In that psalm, David admits his guilt from his sin with Bathsheba.  He agrees 

that God is perfectly just to condemn him.  But he is relying on God’s mercy to save him.  

The only way that he can prevail is for God to justify him.   

The just shall live by faith. 

And this is true for all of us.  It is God’s great mercy that saves people and gives them 

justification.   

But Paul knew that some of the Jews would not buy into this right away.  They would 

have other questions.  So he gets ahead of them and gives them an answer for his hope.  

Look at verse 5: 

But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, 

what shall we say? Is God unjust who inflicts wrath? (I speak as a 

man.)  

If man’s unrighteousness, our sin, demonstrates God’s righteousness, then it seems unfair 

for God to judge for it.   

In other words, if God is in control, then why do we sin?   

And when we do sin, why does He judge us?   

Aren’t we just pawns in His plan?   

Doesn’t my sin bring Him glory by allowing Him to demonstrate His righteousness? 

But Paul explains the foolishness of this argument.  He explains that only a man, and a 

fallen man at that, would dare to question God’s justice.  Look at verse 6, and this is why 

I went on the rabbit trail: 

Certainly not! For then how will God judge the world? 
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God doesn’t condone or encourage sin to bring glory to Himself.  If He did, He would 

have no basis on which to judge man at all.  These people who had the very oracles of 

God should have known this.  In fact, the very history of the nation of Israel was strife 

with God judging them for their sin.  We just spent a whole year talking about God’s 

righteous judgment on them at the hands of the Babylonians.  But that wasn’t the only 

time God judged them.   

They spent 40 years in the wilderness, waiting for the generation that disobeyed God to 

die off when they were called to enter the Promised Land.  And they fell under the rule of 

various peoples in the time of the judges.   

So, isn’t it ironic that these Jews, even some of them believing Jews, would have 

questions like this?   

It blows me away how some people can have the Word of God at their disposal and not 

understand the plan of God.   

Did you know that up to one-third of the Bible is prophetic in nature?   

Yet, very few pulpits talk about this subject much, if at all.  And this, even though the 

very signs that Jesus spoke of are converging at a rapid pace.  Turn with me to Matthew 

24, and we’ll see where our rabbit trail leads us.  This is Jesus describing what the world 

will be like just before He returns (verses 1-8): 

1
Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples 

came up to show Him the buildings of the temple. 
2
And Jesus said to 

them, “Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to 

you, not one stone shall be left here upon another, that shall not be 

thrown down.” 

(Where have we heard that before?  When Jesus wept.) 

3
Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him 

privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will 

be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” 

4
And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one 

deceives you. 
5
For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the 

Christ,’ and will deceive many. 
6
And you will hear of wars and rumors 

of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to 

pass, but the end is not yet. 
7
For nation will rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and 

earthquakes in various places. 
8
All these are the beginning of sorrows. 
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Does this sound like our time? 

Yet, when was the last time you heard someone teach on this passage? 

How about 2 Timothy 3?  Turn there.  Let’s read verses 1-7: 

1
But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 

2
For men 

will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, 

blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 

unholy, 
3
unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, 

despisers of good, 
4
traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure 

rather than lovers of God, 
5
having a form of godliness but denying its 

power. And from such people turn away! 
6
For of this sort are those 

who creep into households and make captives of gullible women loaded 

down with sins, led away by various lusts, 
7
always learning and never 

able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

Are we living in these times? 

If not, I hope that the Lord takes me home before they occur because our world is out of 

control now.  I can’t even imagine how much worse it could get — well, I can, because I 

read the Book of Revelation.  And God predicted this some 2,000 years ago.   

Shouldn’t we take heed? 

These are the very “oracles of God.”   

Do we have ears to hear what the Spirit is saying to the church in these last days?   

Are we willing to do what Jesus is calling us to do?   

Or, are we content to sit this one out and watch the world implode?   

Many, I fear, are willing to do just that.   

Look what Paul was accused of doing (verses 7-8): 

7
For if the truth of God has increased through my lie to His glory, why 

am I also still judged as a sinner? 
8
And why not say, “Let us do evil that 

good may come”?—as we are slanderously reported and as some 

affirm that we say. Their condemnation is just. 

Verse seven is just another way of arguing that our sin brings glory to God, so how can 

He judge us.  Historically, this was a heresy called “antinomianism.”   

Have you ever heard that term? 
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Basically, it teaches that, because we are saved by grace, Christians do not have to obey 

God’s moral laws.  Paul will destroy this argument in chapter 6 of Romans.  So we’ll talk 

about it more there.  For now, we need to realize that this is what Paul was being accused 

of teaching.  But he refutes that idea in no uncertain terms.  He says that those who say 

this, your “condemnation is just.”  Well, guess what, folks.   

Many pastors in our time are guilty of teaching things like this.  Instead of teaching the 

oracles of God, they add the wisdom of man.  Instead of making sure people understand 

God’s plan for the ages, they teach them how to live their best life now.  They don’t talk 

about repentance, because sin to them is just missing the mark.  And they are more 

concerned with social issues than they are the lost souls of men.  That saddens me.  

Listen to what Paul said to his brother in the Lord, Titus, about what grace does for us 

(Titus 2:11-15): 

11
For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all 

men, 
12

teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 

should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 
13

looking 

for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and 

Savior Jesus Christ, 
14

who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem 

us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special 

people, zealous for good works. 

15
Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one 

despise you. 

Why did the Grace of God (Jesus) appear to all men?   

To teach us how to live in our times.   

And He does so in two ways.   

First, Jesus taught us to live soberly, righteously and Godly lives in the present.  But then 

He told us to look to the future.  Paul says to look for the “blessed hope and glorious 

appearing” of Jesus.   

We often hear about how to live in the present.   

But few Bible teachers give messages on looking for the hope we have because Jesus is 

going to take us out of here.  And even less admonish us to be zealous for good works.   

What are these good works?   

To speak these things, the “oracles of God,” with authority.   
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I am going to close with a quote from an article written by prophecy expert Terry James.  

I think he hits the nail on the head when he says this: 

People thus look for hope in direction other than the darkening horizon. 

But, sadly, most look inward, as stated previously, not in the direction they 

should look in seeking a brighter prospect for their lives. 

Sadly, too, even the pulpits of America are filled by pastors who point 

congregants to cope with their daily troubles in societal and cultural ways–

to the exclusion of prophetic hope. 

Teaching to cope is well and good, if done with Christ at the center of the 

messages on how to best get along in this life on a deteriorating, 

disintegrating planet. But people in the pews and across the nation and 

world virtually never are shown the magnificent future that awaits those 

who truly understand the majesty and promises wrapped up in the name 

that is above every other. 

In that name resides a future of incomprehensible life and prosperity 

beyond imagination. His is the only name that can comfort the demonically 

savaged souls of these closing days of the age. 

Preachers who are truly messengers of Jesus Christ should be shouting 

from the elevated platforms of their pulpits. We should be doing the same at 

every opportunity. 

All the things surrounding us that point to planet earth’s most wicked time 

of destruction are a holy siren of alert. Jesus is about to step onto the 

clouds of glory and shout, “Come up here!” When we see all these things 

we have seen–and continue to see—we are to look up and lift up our heads. 

For He is on the way for His own. This is the ultimate promise from the 

Creator-God—from Jesus Himself. 

What promise! What incomparable comfort! 

For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 

voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in 

Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be 

caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 

and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another 

with these words.  (1 Thessalonians 4:16–18) 

Does that give you comfort? 
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It should.   

Next time we will see Paul finish his indictment of man.  Read ahead from verses 9 to 18 

and see how he finishes his case.   

Let’s pray. 

************************************************************************ 

REVELATION SONG:  HE IS COMING BACK AGAIN! 

He is coming back again 

He’s coming back again 

My Jesus He’s coming back again 

 

May be morning night or noon 

I hope it’s very soon 

My heart tells me He’s coming back again 

 

He is coming back again 

He’s coming back again 

My Jesus He’s coming back again 

 

May be morning night or noon 

I hope it’s very soon 

God’s Word tells me He’s coming back again 

 

MY JESUS, HE’S COMING BACK AGAIN!!! 


