
ROAMING THROUGH ROMANS 

 

“Do You See What God Sees?” 

Romans 3:9-18 

 

Open your Bibles to Romans Chapter 3.  We are going to look at verses 9-18.  Let’s start 

as we usually do by reading our text.  Paul writes: 

9
What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For we have 

previously charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin. 

10
As it is written: 

“There is none righteous, no, not one; 
11

There is none who understands; 

There is none who seeks after God. 
12

They have all turned aside; 

They have together become unprofitable; 

There is none who does good, no, not one.” 
13

“Their throat is an open tomb; 

With their tongues they have practiced deceit”; 

“The poison of asps is under their lips”; 
14

“Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.” 
15

“Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
16

Destruction and misery are in their ways; 
17

And the way of peace they have not known.” 
18

“There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

I found this quote in the teaching notes of Alan Carr, pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in 

Lenoir, NC.  I think it is a good picture of what we are going to talk about this morning.  

Carr says: 

Imagine seeing New York City from a boat in the harbor. It would be easy 

to see the difference in the buildings. Some would be very short, others 

would be taller and still others would leap into the sky. Now, imagine 

seeing that same city from the window of an airplane flying high overhead. 

From that vantage point, it would be impossible to tell which buildings 

were tall and which were short. It is all a matter of perspective. 

Unfortunately, man's perspective will not count for anything when it is time 

to face judgment for sins!  
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The first part, seeing New York from the boat, is how man sees his relationship with a 

holy God.  Man sees people at all different kinds of levels spiritually.  And he likes that 

because it is easy to gauge how he measures up.   

But God sees us as if He is looking down.  From His vantage point, we all look the same.  

And that is both good and bad.  The good part is that we all start out on a level playing 

field.  The bad part is that the end game is also the same for all of us.   

All of us have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  So all of us deserve His 

judgment.  This is Paul’s conclusion as he wraps up his case against mankind.   

Man cannot obtain salvation on his own.  He needs the Gospel.  He needs Jesus.  Jesus is 

not just the “reason for the season.”  He is the solution.  Remember, this is coming from a 

Pharisee of Pharisees.  He is trying to help men, and many of them Jews, understand their 

predicament.   

The power of the Gospel is amazing! 

Last time we learned that the Jews did have an advantage over the Gentiles.  They were 

entrusted with the “oracles of God.”  In other words, they had special revelation from 

God in the Hebrew Scriptures.  Because of this, they should have known and understood 

the plan God had laid out in the Old Testament Scriptures.  But they did not.   

The heathen only had the witnesses of creation and the knowledge of Himself that God 

had placed in man.   

The Jews had the Word.  But having this in their possession never saved even one Jew.  

Their advantage did not alter the fact that they were just as lost as the Gentiles.  The fact 

is, we are all in the same boat.   

Every man of all time has the exact same predicament.  We are all lost in our sin.  Sinners 

need a Savior.  And this is increasingly evident in our time.   

You see, one of the real problems of our day is that people are unwilling to admit they are 

sinners.  John MacArthur put it this way in his commentary on Romans 3: 

Men like to believe they are basically good, and that belief is continually 

reinforced by psychologists, counselors and a great many religious leaders. 

If you were to stop people in the streets and ask them how they think God views humans, 

what do you think most would say?   

They would talk all about God’s love and His mercy and maybe even His grace.  They 

would say that God knows no one is perfect and that we have all made mistakes — we 
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have missed the mark as “Happy Church” teaches.  So, in their opinion, everything will 

be fine in the end.   

And that sounds good.  In some ways, I even wish that was true.  But it is not.  This type 

of view is not Biblical.  God does not see mankind this way.   

Even though most do not want to admit it, the truth is we are all guilty; and in God’s 

estimation, we deserve His wrath.  And that is exactly the point when Paul writes this 

(verse 9): 

What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For we have previously 

charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin. 

Here is the bottom line:  We are all under sin. 

In the Greek, what does “all” mean? 

ALL! 

If a person has not trusted in Jesus Christ, he or she is lost.  Apart from Christ, we are not 

good.  We are doomed.   

Here is the main point of what Paul is trying to get through to us:  There is a difference 

between sin and sins.   

Sins indicate we do things that are wrong.  And we all do commit sins at one time or 

another.   

Sin refers to the fact that we are dominated by a fundamentally sinful nature.  A horse 

thief is not a thief because he stole a horse.  He stole the horse because he is a horse thief.  

That is his nature.   

Are you following? 

Our predicament is not so much that we have done a few things wrong.  It is that we are 

under the control and condemnation of sin and cannot escape from it.  Outside of Christ, 

sin is our basic instinct.  That has been Paul’s main point for three chapters.   

The heathen is guilty.   

The religionist is guilty.   

The Jew is guilty. 

Red and yellow, black and white, we are all sinners in His sight (that is how the verse 

should read!).  Look to your left and then to your right.  Look ahead of you and behind 

you.  We all, every person in this room, have this one thing in common.  We are all 

sinners.   
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In the next several verses Paul is going to head to the oracles of God to prove this.  He 

quotes from at least six Psalms and the Book of Isaiah.  And he does this to show that this 

is not some new idea that he has come up with.  It was written in God’s Word.   

So, if God’s plan of salvation is in the Bible, why was there so much misunderstanding 

about God’s method of saving people?   

Well, in the Old Testament there were two kinds of people: Jew and Gentile.  And the 

Jews are even called “righteous” in some of those Bible passages.  But God does not see 

things exactly that way, in a spiritual sense.  Listen to Psalm 14:1-3, from which Paul 

quotes in Romans 3:10-12.  This is the predicament man is in: 

1
The fool has said in his heart, 

“There is no God.” 

They are corrupt, 

They have done abominable works, 

There is none who does good. 

2
The LORD looks down from heaven upon the children of men, 

To see if there are any who understand, who seek God. 
3
They have all turned aside, 

They have together become corrupt; 

There is none who does good, 

No, not one. 

No, not one!  That is what God has concluded as He looks upon mankind.  But that was 

not all the psalmist wrote.   

In verse 4 he calls these people he just described the “workers of iniquity.”  Then in 

verse five he contrasts them with people he calls “the generation of the righteous.”   

Guess what the Jews concluded from this Psalm?   

They believed that they, all Jews, were the righteous generation and the Gentiles were the 

“workers of iniquity.”  So if you were not a Jew, you were lost.   

But the truth is, those verses describe the righteous as anyone who comes to the Lord by 

faith.  Those who do are declared righteous.  Listen to what the psalmist says (verse 5): 

4
Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge, 

Who eat up my people as they eat bread, 

And do not call on the LORD? 
5
There they are in great fear, 

For God is with the generation of the righteous. 
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How does one become a part of the “generation of the righteous?”   

By calling on the LORD.   

It is HIS righteousness that saves.  Everyone else — Gentile and Jew — is unrighteous.   

For the Jews in Rome, this meant that a huge change in their way of thinking was needed.  

So Paul heads to the Bible to show them this truth.  Look at verses 10-11: 

10
As it is written: 

“There is none righteous, no, not one; 
11

There is none who understands; 

There is none who seeks after God. 

Remember I said this passage is a quote from Psalm 14.  As we read, that Psalm begins 

with the famous phrase, “The fool has said in his heart there is no God.”  In the 

original text, the words “there is” are not there.  So literally this says, “The fool has said 

in his heart, ‘No God.’”  And that indicates one of two things: 

This person, the fool, has decided that, despite evidence to the contrary, there is no God.  

Either that, or the fool is saying “No” to God and living as they see fit.  They are willing 

to rely on their own righteousness, and that is foolish.   

Notice how Paul here in Romans says, “As it is written.”  He is placing God’s stamp on 

what he is about to share.  The following is God’s written, undeniable, observable 

classification of man.  Warren Wiersbe calls this an “X-ray study of the lost sinner, from 

head to foot.”  God’s view of man is that “there is none righteous.”   

In other words, there is no man, except Jesus Christ, who has met the righteous standards 

of God.  There is no one in history that measures up.  Even Adam, the first man, was 

innocent; but not righteous.   

You see, this is how bad man’s predicament is.  According to God, not only is there none 

righteous, there is no one that “understands.”   

Left to his own knowledge and devices, man does not seek after God.  But this is what 

man says:   

Don’t all of the religious rituals and rites and practices from the beginning of time refute 

this?   

Doesn’t engaging in these things demonstrate that man seeks after God?   

Not at all.  In fact, exactly the opposite.   
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If it is man that initiates the search, then he doesn’t seek the true God, the God of the 

Bible.   

Can you think of any place in the Bible where man reached up to God and found Him?   

But then what do we do with Scriptures such as Jeremiah 29:13? 

There the Lord promises Israel that, “you will seek Me and find Me, when you search 

for Me with all your heart.”   

Well, Jesus also said this in John 6:43-45: 

43
Jesus therefore answered and said to them, “Do not murmur among 

yourselves. 
44

No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent 

Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day. 
45

It is written in 

the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Therefore 

everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me. 

So which is it? 

It all goes back to what Paul said about God giving man knowledge of Himself in chapter 

one.  God has already revealed Himself to man in three ways:  

1) Through creation,  

2) Through the witness of Himself in man’s heart,  

3) And through His Word. 

God has given man everything he needs to know Him.  So if man seeks in his heart to 

find God, He will be there.   

Where does the fool say there is no God?  

“In his heart.”   

The Father has revealed Himself.  His desire is that none should perish.  But God cannot 

be found in religion.  Man does not reach up to Him.  He reaches down to pluck sinful 

man from the miry clay of his sin.  And I am so glad this is true.  Religion held no sway 

over me; in fact, as I said earlier, I ran from it.   

That is why Paul says that “all have turned aside.”  Look at verse 12: 

 
They have all turned aside; 

They have together become unprofitable; 

There is none who does good, no, not one.” 
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None of us is inclined to move in God’s direction.  Donald Grey Barnhouse said that this 

point is easy to prove.  Most people, he said, do not like the “careful teaching of God’s 

Word and doctrines.”  When they hear what God says, they either reject it outright or do 

not follow it.  This proves that most people are not really interested in moving in the right 

direction.  And that can be proven in Scripture.  Listen to what the prophet Isaiah said 

(Isaiah 53:6): 

All of us are like sheep who have gone astray, we have all turned to his 

own way. 

The point is that, without God, we all turn from what is right to what is evil.  That is 

because without Jesus, our spirit is dead, and we are ruled by our flesh.  And because of 

this, as Paul says, we are “unprofitable.”  Wait until we get to Romans 7, and you will 

see what I mean.   

This Greek word, unprofitable, describes milk so sour that you cannot drink it.   

What happens when you drink sour milk? 

You spew it out.   

What this means is that, no matter what man has done, it is useless to the mind of God.  

In fact, if man tries to be right with God on his own, God views him as useless as sour 

milk.  His efforts mean nothing to God.   

Isaiah tells us what? 

That the very best we have to Him is as “filthy rags.”  We won’t go into what that 

means.  But we’ll leave it at this:  “There is no one that does good.” 

The theological term we would use for this is the “total depravity” of man.  This doesn’t 

mean that there is not some good in a human; there is.  It means that there is no good in a 

human that can satisfy a holy God.  In our own manly efforts, we cannot do things that 

please a God who is Spirit.  That is why we are told to worship God in Spirit and in truth 

(John 4.24).  And man cannot do this until his spirit is regenerated, and that only happens 

when he gives his life to Jesus Christ.  Up until then, like we said earlier, his works are 

filthy rags.  Look how Paul describes the works and words of man (verses 13-14): 

13
“Their throat is an open tomb; 

With their tongues they have practiced deceit”; 

“The poison of asps is under their lips”; 
14

“Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.” 
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The Lord is looking for worship from the lips of man.  But aside from a personal 

relationship with Him, what they have to offer is deceit, cursing and bitterness.   

Boy, is that true in our time.  And not just the men have the poison of asps under their 

lips.  The speech of many women in our time would make a sailor blush.   

In chapter one, Paul talked about how natural man is a boaster and backbiter.  People are 

proud and haughty.  Listen to this insight from the lips of Jesus (Matthew 15:10-11): 

10
When He had called the multitude to Himself, He said to them, “Hear 

and understand: 
11

Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man; but 

what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man.” 

What comes out of our mouths, our words, represents what is in our heart.  And this 

includes, I think, our thought life.  That is where words come from.  So even if you guard 

your words, you are guilty.  Psalm 64:6 says this: 

They devise iniquities: 

“We have perfected a shrewd scheme.” 

Both the inward thought and the heart of man are deep. 

If we are honest, we will admit that our thought life is far from righteous.  That is true of 

both the lost and the found.   

So what comes out of people’s mouths, quite often, is like the opening of a tomb.  Of 

course, this is all by comparison.  We may be like one of the small buildings we talked 

about at the beginning of our study.  In comparison to other men, our thoughts and speech 

might be rather mild.  But compared to God, we are just like other men.  Listen to what 

James said about the tongue (James 3:8): 

But no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly 

poison. 

Outside of being led by the Holy Spirit, man has no resource to tame his tongue.  It is 

only by His Person and work that we can take our thoughts captive and bring them into 

obedience (2 Corinthians 10:5).   

Next we have the history of man interpreted by God.  Look at verses 15-17: 

15
“Their feet are swift to shed blood; 

16
Destruction and misery are in their ways; 

17
And the way of peace they have not known.” 

Does this speak of our time? 
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It makes me want to weep.  All you need to do to see this is watch the news.  Murder is 

on the rise in all of our big cities.  People are openly destroying businesses and looting 

them in broad daylight.  And our young people know no peace.  They beat each other up 

for fun.  And, as we learned last time, ethnic groups are at war as are the nations.  As we 

head toward the “Day of the Lord,” this kind of conduct will increase.  Jesus said it 

would be like birth pangs.  As lawlessness abounds, the love of people will grow cold.  

And here is why (verse 18): 

“There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

This summarizes all that Paul just told us.  There is none righteous, because there is no 

fear of the Lord.  This is a quote from Psalm 36.  I am going to read the first four verses 

of that Psalm to get the idea of what Paul is saying: 

1
An oracle within my heart concerning the transgression of the wicked: 

There is no fear of God before his eyes. 
2
For he (the wicked) flatters himself in his own eyes, 

When he finds out his iniquity and when he hates. 
3
The words of his mouth are wickedness and deceit; 

He has ceased to be wise and to do good. 
4
He devises wickedness on his bed; 

He sets himself in a way that is not good; 

He does not abhor evil. 

Have you ever tried to have a spiritual conversation with someone, and their eyes just 

glaze over? 

That is what Paul is talking about here.  People in our time call evil good and good evil.  

They don’t fear God.  In fact, they either abhor Him or have rarely or never thought about 

Him at all.   

Unfortunately for them, the Bible says that the beginning of wisdom is what? 

The “fear of the Lord.”  

And the truth is, man doesn’t get to call the shots.  Not even the Jews.  They didn’t fear 

the Lord because they thought that, by their heritage, they were covered.   

But that doesn’t matter in God’s economy.   

Paul was not teaching some new way of salvation.  He was presenting what the Bible has 

said all along.  By the way, it is more common than you might think for even Christians 

to misunderstand this.   
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It is easy to think that a person was saved in the Old Testament by keeping the law.  Or at 

least by offering blood sacrifices.  That is why, regardless of their standing with God, the 

Jews followed the customs, such as the Sabbath and the feasts.  By the way, we have that 

in our time in the form of cultural Christianity.   

How many people go to church on the holidays but ditch it the rest of the year? 

No one was ever saved that way.   

Salvation has always been a matter of faith.  There is only one way to salvation — by 

grace through faith.   

We’ll talk more about this next week and in chapter four of Romans.  We could put it this 

way:   

All men are under sin — Gentiles and Jews.  And because of this, they all need the same 

remedy.  That remedy is the Gospel.   

Sandy Adams, pastor of Calvary Chapel Stone Mountain in Atlanta, GA, recounts a story 

he heard that speaks boldly about the condition of man: 

Once a man was strolling down the street carrying his Bible over his 

shoulder in a leather case.  Some kids thought it was a camera bag, and 

asked if he would take their picture.  The man said he already had their 

picture.  They wanted to see it, so he opened his case and pulled out the 

Bible.  He told them “This is your picture”—then he read them Romans 

3:9-18…The man went on to share the gospel.   

That is what Paul has done.  He has shown us our picture. 

It is bleak, isn’t it? 

Paul’s indictment of man is now complete. 

And as the jury, what do you think? 

Are all men guilty as charged? 

Is what Paul said in verse 10 true? 

I think it is.  And that is the bad news.   

But next time we begin talking about the good news.  Read ahead and see what it is. 

Let’s pray. 
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************************************************************************ 

REVELATION SONG:  HE IS COMING BACK AGAIN! 

He is coming back again 

He’s coming back again 

My Jesus He’s coming back again 

 

May be morning night or noon 

I hope it’s very soon 

My heart tells me He’s coming back again 

 

He is coming back again 

He’s coming back again 

My Jesus He’s coming back again 

 

May be morning night or noon 

I hope it’s very soon 

God’s Word tells me He’s coming back again 

 

MY JESUS, HE’S COMING BACK AGAIN!!! 

 

 


